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gown over my uniform, having In mind the precedent of
a distinguished personage. But now, In my advanced years,
I do not fail to recognise the Incongruity of the attire. As
I passed the Presence methought I heard a not unnatural
exclamation of astonishment, and an Inquiry, "What in the
name of fortune Is that?" Temple, who was in attendance,
being then Governor of Bengal, thinking to exhibit his uni-
versal knowledge, but being near-sighted, explained, "That,
your Royal Highness, Is, I think, some Freemason's costume."
But His Royal Highness, who had full knowledge of the
vestment of the craft, was unable to accept this explanation
as conclusive. Luckily Sir Bartle Frere also was present,
and he promptly recognised me and my frock and explained,
/'That, your Royal Highness, Is the gown of a Fellow of
%ithe University of Bombay." That gown is still preserved
by me, and Is still ever a delight, not only to me but to
certain specially good-looking lady friends, who "look the
part" and who go in It to fancy balls as " Portia " or " Doctors
of Music," as fits their fancy.

It is perhaps desirable to mention, In conclusion with a view
to contradicting It authoritatively, an Ill-natured report that
was current in Calcutta immediately after the levee. It was
asserted that when, panoplied In all my splendour7 I emerged
after the ceremony on to the platform In front of Government
House the guard of honour presented arms, under the Impres-
sion that I was the Begum of Bhopal But this story was
nothing but an impure Invention, and will be recognised as
the outcome of the jealousy, disappointment, and malice of
those who were unable to array themselves In the fine feathers
which they naturally so very much envied !

The Prince's visit was a period of full uniform. The
political uniform In India which I wore before I was ap-
pointed an Alde-de-Camp to H.M., like the diplomatic and
other uniforms, Includes breeches and stockings in full-dress,
But the breeches and stockings are seldom worn, and on all
occasions my bearer had been accustomed to see me arrayed
in a magnificent pair of blue trousers with a broad gold